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ò Samuel took a 
stone and set it 
upé He named 

it Ebenezer,  
saying,  

òThus far has 
Lord  

helped us.ó 
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Partnering for Christ ð  Celebrating 30 Years  

In the writings of I Samuel, ñthus far as the Lord helped 

usò. We find these words still are still true today.   

In 2021, Christian Literature for Africa celebrates 30 
years of impacting thousands of lives for eternity 
through the distribution of Christian resources and Bi-

bles.  

CLA came from a vision and dream that was birthed in 
1991 through Missionary Edna Lochner. After serving 
38 years in eSwatini (Swaziland, Africa), Edna retired 
from active missionary service and moved to Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. She recalls, as she left her teaching 
ministry in Africa, the words of I Chronicles 28:20-21 
ñ...be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear notéò 
were impressed on her. With a burning passion to pro-
vide Christian literature for Africa, she testifies that the 
words, ñDo ITò were clear and strong in her heart. With 
that vision, she moved forward in establishing Christian 

Literature for Africa.  

In February 1991, various individuals from different backgrounds came together to form 
the not-for-profit Association. The ministry began in her apartment (flat) by filling boxes 
and mailing (posting) them to destinations across Africa. Due to the increase of collec-
tions and the distribution of resources, the ministry relocated numerous times until the 

present Ministry Center was built and dedicated on October 16, 2004.  

In Ednaôs autobiography, we find her words, ñthere is not just one person that can take 
credit for all of this; it is many people from different churches that had a hand it. Truly God 

gets all the glory! See what He has done!ò 

No doubt, the facility and ministry of CLA is an Ebenezer moment of I Samuel. This year, 
we mark the thirtieth anniversary of Christian Literature for Africa. It took God working 
through many individuals to bring us to this time of celebration and many others to ad-

vance the ministry for years ahead.   

Edna sends her love and greetings through her niece with the following words: "She said, 
óTell them to pray the Virus will soon be over for everyone.ô At age 96, Edna continues to 
think, talk and pray for Africa and the needs of CLA .ò 

 Mike   

Edna Lochner  

celebrating 96 years  

https://www.christianlitforafrica.org/
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Partners Connecting  Across Africa  

THANK YOU!     More Chichewa Bibles for Malawi     THANK YOU! 

ñWe have distributed about 216 Chiche-
wa Bibles during the month with sup-
port from FRIENDS and CLA (48 BI-
BLES) and we do thank and praise God 
for this abundance provision towards of 
work and Glory is to Him all the time: 
Pastors trained by us who need Bibles.ò  
Pastor Francis Chipukunya 
        Bethany School of Ministry 

THANK YOU!    More Bemba Bibles for Zambia  THANK YOU! 

Elder Chabby Alfred Chabala writes: 

Dear my brethren, 
ñ...I want to let you know that I purchased few BI-
BLEs (sic) for some Souls who are hungrying (sic) 
for the truth but they cannot afford to purchase Bi-
bles on their own ...Home Churches here are grow-
ing rapidly especially in Remote Areas/Villages. I 
am looking forward to hearing from you soon and 
God bless you and may His coming rejoice your 
heart...Your help will mean a lot to me and will 
bringing a lot of lost Souls to Jesus Christ. ...Continue 
the tremendous work you are doing by spreading pro-
claiming Everlasting Gospel éò 

THANK YOU!   More Swahili Bibles for Kenya   THANK YOU! 

Greetings from Pastor Samuel Simwa!  
ñWe have joyful noise and happy (sic) new door CLA. I sent (sic) you all happy  
Thanksgiving for your good hands to Disciplers Bible Studies. I have received the  
package of Swahili Bibles 28-pieces! I wish to thank Christian literature for Africa  
Association and the good work .  We will use this (sic) Swahili Bibles to teach, 
Evangelize and Discipleship groups!  Any event, I will let you know and giving 
reports every week! Praying for CLA  Donors and Sponsors! ñ 
                                                                                                     Pastor Samuel Simwa 
 

Update:  
CLA has emailed Pastor Simwa 16 booklets of ministry courses 

and study guides for 8 discipleship students.  Samuel is excited 

at the possibility of teaching the lessons. He desires to print the 

booklets for his students. Each book costs US$6 to print and 

bind.  If you would like to assist in this project designate your 

donation: Disciplers Bible Class.  

¶ Any funds over the need will be used to purchase more ver-

nacular Bibles in African countries.  

Bemba Bible Distribution  


